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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADH 
TAGS: PREL, SHUM, AR, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN MOTIVES IN CASE OF MTSSTNi: ARr.1,NTTNP9 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 3153 

1. ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. AT OUR ADMITTED REMOVE, IT SEIMS EITEER DISINGENUOUS 
OR EMOTIONAL FOR ARGENTINES TO ASCRIBE DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
MCTIVES (PARA 3 REFTEL) AS THE BASIS FOR ITALY'S STRONG 
REACTION TO THE REPORT ON THE "V.AR AGAINST SUBVERSION." 

3. PRESIDENT PERTINI, WHOSE MORAL STATURE AND PUBLIC 
APPEAL INDEED GIVE BIM MUCH INFLUINCE OVER SIGNIFICANT 
AREAS OF DOMESTIC OPINION, HAS REACTED TO THE ARGENTINE 
SITUATION TOTALLY CONSISTENTLY WITH HIS FORMIDABLE RBCORD 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. HE HAS NO POLITICAL AXE i'O GRIND IN 
THIS MATTER AND HE INI/ARIABLY SPEAKS IN DRAMATIC TER.MS . 

EIS VIEWS FALL ON RECEPTIVE EARS HERE; TEE GOVE-RNM.ENT 
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE PRSBERRED A LOWER PROFILE BUT IF IT 
ALSO RESPONDS TO PUBLIC SENTIMENT, THIS CAN HARDLY BE 
DISCRIBED AS A CYNICAL POLITICAL PLOY. 

4. IN addition, the ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT GAINED ITALIAN 
SYMPATHY WITH ITS APPEALS TO STRONG ETHNIC TIES AT TEE 
TIME OF THE "DIRTY WAR". IT SEEMED COMFCRTABLE WITH 
ITALY'S RELUCTANCE, ON THAT BASIS, TD SUPPORT SANCTIONS 
AGAINST ARGENTINA AND IT DID NOT LABEL ITALY'S RELATIVE 
BENEVOLENCE AS A DOMESTIC TACTIC, A CHARGE 'WHICH MIGHT 
TEEN HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED IN PART. 


5. IN GENERAL, THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT SEES ITSELF AS A 
NATURAL PARTNER OF ARGENTINA AND IT SO ATTEMPTS TO CONDUCT 
ITSELF. ITALY COUNTS ITS OWN AMONG THE DISAPPEARED, IT 
HAS TREATED THE ISSUE 'WITH KID GLOVES DOMESTICALLY UNTIL 
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